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Annual Surveys of New 
Priests and Religious (2014)

Priests Rel. Catholics
} Caucasian / White 67% 74% 54%

} Hispanic / Latino(a) 15% 12% 38%

} Asian / Pacific Islander 11% 14% 5%

} African / African American 4%  0% 3%



Annual surveys of new priests 
(2014) and religious (2013

Total Hispanic/Latino: 15%

US-Born Latinos:  <5%

The key target: 70% of young Hispanic 
Catholics are U.S.-born (90% of those 
under 18)





Future ordination classes--Major 
seminarians (2014)

• Caucasian/White 65%
• Hispanic/Latino 14%
• Asian/Pacific 11%
• African American 3%
• Other 8%



Future ordination classes--
college seminarians (2014)

• Caucasian/White 70%
• Hispanic/Latino 21%
• Asian/Pacific 6%
• African American 3%
• Other 2%



Goal of the workshop
– The three realities:

• Those brought or came to the US and do not have 
legal status.  

• Those who came to the US with the purpose of 
being a seminarian or priest.

• Those who were born here are part of the second 
generation.  The goal of this workshop is to help 
vocation director�s work with this group. 90% of 
Hispanics below eighteen years of age were born 
in the US. 

• Happy to engage the dialogue on any of these 
topics during the breaks. 



https://cara.georgetown.edu/ro
le-of-the-family-in-nurturing-

vocations/







Categories of Latino Youth 
(as outlined by Ken Johnson-Mondragon)

■ Immigrant workers
■ Identity Seekers
■ Mainstream Movers
■ Gang members and High Risk youth



Key 

• Relationship
• Relationship
• Relationship



Decide as a Diocese which 
categories of Latinos you’ll be 

willing to work with

■ Undocumented?
■ DACA
■ ESL
■ Other Needs?
■ International students?



Things that are parallel to Anglo 
culture

• Good catechesis skipped a generation
• Digital natives
• Language spoken at school is English.
• The industrial, sexual and technological 

revolution has occurred.  
• Fluidity in terms that were defined not long 

ago:  gender, family, recreational drug use 
etc…



Attending Events and speaking 
on vocations

• Posadas,, Our Lady of Guadalupe , Misas 
de Aguinaldo, Novena, Nuestro Señor de 
los Milagros with a vocational twist.  

• Each Country has a particular apparition 
or devotion to the  Blessed Mother.  Which 
is the one in the group you are serving?  
Group is  matriarchical.  



Attending Events and speaking 
on vocations (cont’d)

• Each religious expression is equally valid 
as mine. We need to develop an 
appreciation for different cultures. 

• Faith and Culture are always expressed 
together and they are expressed in the 
family. 

• digital natives.  Our material needs to be 
culture , age and language appropriate.



Archbishop Patron Wong 
• a. Identify the most Hispanic parishes in 

your diocese
• b. Ask them which the three most 

important events during the year. 
• c. Do not wait to be invited. Attend them 

and when you do your language is 
vocations

• d. Please enjoy it. 
• You are called to be a missionary in your 

own diocese. 



Archbishop Patron Wong 

• The vocation director will help the parish 
priest to bring the parish to maturity. 

• We do not wait, we help discover, develop 
and grow that seed. 

• At the heart of the program is to be a 
missionary.  It will not be easy, it will be 
hard.  

• Nobody can be alone. Christ supports and 
others support. 



Aspects of a Missionary Heart

• Three aspects to the missionary heart
• Conversion of heart of a vocation 

director- What is God asking you to do 
now?  

• The vocational call is every day.  Not only 
when I received the call.

• Generosity of spirit not to be confused with 
activism.



Aspects of a Missionary Heart
• (3) Recognize your own ministry in order to 

answer God�s calling in the specific 
situation.   This will bring the heart of the 
priest generosity of heart. 

• (4) This is not about doing more work but 
the presence of God in my priestly life.  It 
should revitalize, give balance and 
maturity to the priest

• Hispanic outreach is essential to the new 
evangelization. 



• In the place of encounter, beyond the comfort zone 
the priest will encounter

– Many young people need me
– God�s renewal of my call
– My vocation makes more sense
– I have received a lot and they have not.
– How God is working, how they fight to overcome difficult 

situations, circumstances
– Conversion  of the heart of the vocations director.  At 

some point it was clear that the conversation shifted from 
a workshop on Hispanic vocations to the renewal of the 
priesthood in the US.  

– f) New kind of vocational work for this century. Spiritual, 
mystical, practical approaches. 

























https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/201
8/04/20/infographic-few-hispanics-among-
men-be-ordained-priests-2018





Archbishop Pierre to USCCB 
June 13th, 2018. 

• Nearly 40% of the church in this country 
identifies as Hispanic.



• The V Encuentro, in conjunction with the 
youth synod, offers a chance to re-
examine strategies for cultivating priestly 
and religious vocations among Hispanic 
youth. How can it be that when the 
majority of young Catholics in the United 
States is now Hispanic or Latino, there are 
so few seminarians, priests and deacons 
of Hispanic descent?  Attracting nurturing 
and supporting vocational discernment 
and outreach is essential for the vitality of 
the Church.





Our Lady of Guadalupe 

• St. John Paull called it the model of 
perfectly inculturated evangelization .

• Our Lady found the �seeds of the Gospel�
in the culture.  The values which precede 
the proclamation of the gospel.

• The indigenous people where offering 
human sacrifices. The image shows that 
Jesus is the ultimate sacrifice. 

• She appeared t time when all was lost. 



• On the church side the bishop of Mexico 
wrote: �If God does not provide from his 
very hand the solution, all the land will be 
lost.�

• The �mextizo� children were eating raw 
meat in the fields because they were not 
wanted by the spanish or indians.

• The spanish people were suffering from 
gold fever and it came to the point where 
there was an attemp to kill the bishop. 



Present day Hispanics
• Came to the US for a better future but the 

first generation is disillusioned in loosing: 
values, faith, country.  Seeing their 
children speak a different language and 
not respect their elders.

• The younger generation feels burdened by 
the responsibility of taking care of their 
parents, at times rejected by the dominant 
culture and is about the second generation 
of immigrants to NY who is poorer than 
their parents. Educationally challenged…



Perfect time to evangelize and 
call forth disciples

• Look for the �seeds of the gospel� in the 
group you are serving. 

• Family life 
• group is more important then the group
• matriarchical
• God is the center.
• Elders are the source of wisdom



Be aware of the blocks to the 
Gospel

• Machismo
• levels of society, educational levels can 

become status symbols
• Alcoholism, drugs, gangs
• Immigration



Bishop Zumarraga

• If God does not provide the remedy from 
His very hand the land is about to be 
completely lost (1529).

• From here, from the Indies, sha come the 
universal renewal (1538).

• I confirmed 400,000 indigenous people to 
which they attribute my death and I 
experience it as life and I very gladly 
depart from her (1548).



Archbishop Patron Wong 
• a. Identify the most Hispanic parishes in 

your diocese
• b. Ask them which the three most 

important events during the year. 
• c. Do not wait to be invited. Attend them 

and when you do your language is 
vocations

• d. Please enjoy it. 
• You are called to be a missionary in your 

own diocese. 



Ayuda Migratoria

1. https://cliniclegal.org/sites/default/files/res
ources/presidential-transition/Know-Your-
Rights-Law-Enforcement.pdf 

2. https://cliniclegal.org/sites/default/files/res
ources/presidential-transition/Know-Your-
Rights-Spanish.pdf  





• There are already predictions about the 
death of the parish in America,” said 
Boston College Assistant Professor of 
Theology and Ministry Hosffman Ospino, 
lead author of the report. “If we fail to 
address the issues facing Hispanic 
Catholics and the parishes that serve 
them, then the parish structure in America 
will dramatically decline as it did in 
Europe.



Dr. Ospino

• “The secularization of Hispanics is the 
biggest threat to the future of the Catholic 
Church in America,” said Ospino. “Only 10 
percent of Hispanic Catholic children 
attend Catholic schools and fewer and 
fewer Hispanics under 30 attend church. 
We run the risk of losing a whole 
generation of Catholics.”



• http://ncdvd.org/hispanic-resources/
• The website has material in both English 

and Spanish. It explains how to use it in 
your apostolate, naturally it gives credit to 
the person who shared it with NCDVD.

• One day I hope to have saint per country 
so you can use it as tool to preach in the 
community on the feast day. 

http://ncdvd.org/hispanic-resources/

